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Introduction: 
The pages that follow are designed to provide more depth to the October 20, 

2015 PowerPoint Presentation to the Region 9 Board of Education.  When 

deciding what information to include in the slide presentation, decisions about 

what to leave out must also be made.  These pages and the charts and graphs 

contained within them may help those interested in learning more to access 

pertinent information.  If you have any questions, please reach out to me 

directly.   
Gina M. Pin 

Interim, Assistant Superintendent / Head of School 

gpin@er9.org  

 

Easton, Redding, Region #9 Vision 
 “Learning to care for ourselves, our community and our world” 

Complexity, Community and Communication 
These “3-C’s” guide the work of students and adults in our Barlow Community.  

Therefore, our articulated goals should nest comfortably under this framework. 

Joel Barlow’s Academic Goal 

Our goal is for our students to grow as knowledgeable and skilled critical 

thinkers who communicate effectively and are capable of resolving complex 

problems by working individually and in community on authentic work; therefore 

we will pursue personal academic excellence for all students 

Joel Barlow’s Social, Self, and Situational Awareness Goal 

Our goal is to promote a culture and climate in which staff and students live as 

active and informed citizens who collaborate effectively to achieve common 

goals and that they do this by treating others with respect while assuming 

personal responsibility for their action and success; therefore, we will seek to 

live with each other in a community of wellness. 

 

Connecticut’s “next generation” accountability 
 

The Connecticut State Department of Education released information regarding 

their “next generation” accountability system.  As is illustrated in the charts 

below, indicators of accountability should be: inclusive, reflective, collaborative 

and transparent.   
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Further, the State Board of Education articulated their vision for Connecticut 

school children followed by three goals to capture this broad mission.  Indicators 

are identified under each goal.  The full document digs deeper into each 

indicator and may be accessed by visiting the SDE website. 
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http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/evalresearch/nextgenerationaccountabili

tysystem_20150918.pdf 

 

The DATA 
Because we understand the potential to misuse or misinterpret data, we 

articulate our framework for “unpacking data” in the outline below.   

• We look for trends in our data.   

• We ask questions as to why scores appeared to decline or rise 

significantly.   

• We put the scores in context and keep them in perspective.   

• We challenge ourselves to look deeply into our data, unpacking content 

and analyzing data on a student-by-student level.  

• Using real data, we set specific target goals for our students.   

• Although it is tempting to do so, we resist the urge to base programmatic 

changes on a single piece of evidence.  Instead we look to triangulate the 

data; that is, find two other data points that lead to a similar conclusion.   

• Perhaps most important, we seek to measure what we value and not 

merely value what is measured. 
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Joel Barlow’s Academic Goal 
Our goal is for our students to grow as knowledgeable and skilled critical 

thinkers who communicate effectively and are capable of resolving complex 

problems by working individually and in community on authentic work; therefore 

we will pursue personal academic excellence for all students. 

 

CAPT (Connecticut Academic Performance Test)  

What? 

The CAPT used to provide data in several academic areas.  Beginning in 2014, 

only Science has been assessed.  Sophomores take the CAPT.   

 

Subject  /Year of Exam: 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Math 82.9 88.7   

Science 77.4 87.3 84.4 78.6 

Reading 88.1 83   

Writing 94.0 94.2   

 

DRG comparison of CAPT Science performance over time: 

 

DRG A 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Darien 7 7 6 5 

New Canaan 5 2 2 1 

Ridgefield 3 6 4 2 

Weston 1 3 3 6 

Westport 4 5 1 3 

Wilton 2 4 5 7 

Region 9 6 1 1 4 

 

So What! 

At first glance, one might think something is wrong – we dropped from 1st to 4th 

in DRG A comparison.  But dig deeper and we see: 

• To be first in DRG, 23 more students would have needed to perform at or 

above goal 

• To be second in DRG, 3 more students would have needed to perform at 

or above goal 

• To move to third in DRG, only 1 student would have needed to perform at 

or above goal 



October 20, 2015  JBHS Data Presentation 7 

  

  

Now What. 

We look at our performance over time and like what we see.  Vertical alignment 

of curriculum and added lab work has made a positive difference in student 

performance.  We see enrollment in Advanced Placement Science courses on the 

rise.  Our CAPT results confirm the strategies we are using and justify the 

attention we are paying to science.   

 

 

SBA (Smarter Balanced Assessment)  

What? 

SBA (also referred to as SBAC) was an assessment taken by members of the Class 

of 2016 when they were juniors (last spring).  The assessment was taken on 

computer.  These tests measured how well our students perform in the areas of 

mathematics (concepts and procedures, problem solving and modeling & data 

analysis, and communicating reasoning) and literacy (reading, writing, listening 

and research/inquiry.  Four performance levels have been established for each 

content area.  These four levels, in order from the highest to the lowest, are 

Exceeds (4), Meets (3), Approaching (2) and Does Not Meet (1).  The overall Goal 

Range is comprised of the scores at the two highest levels, Exceeds and Meets.   

Although students in grades 3 through 8 will continue to participate in SBA, 

grade 11 students will no longer take the SBA.  Instead, grade 11 students will 

be assessed using the SAT exam in the spring (more information forthcoming). 
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The table below contains DRG A rankings for grade 11 students participating in 

SBA testing. 

 

 

So What! 

Although our sample size was small (28% for ELA and 30% for math), it was 

representative of our student body.  Students varied by GPA, AP and math levels.   

We see that no students earned ELA scores in the lowest range.  In Math we are 

tied for second in the DRG and in ELA performance we are tied for first.  
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Now What. 

Analysis of specific types of questions and wording of questions were matched 

to our course curriculum.  We noticed that the way we were asking questions in 

some of our math courses, did not translate to high performance on the SBA. 

Communication will be ongoing with K-8 to provide feedback as to course 

curriculum.  Deeper analysis of SBA is not being pursued.  Per State mandate, the 

SAT will replace the SBA in the spring of 2016 as our Grade 11 assessment. 

 

PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) 

What? 

Administered in school to every student in grades 10 and 11.  Students pay a fee 

for this assessment.  In return, they receive a detailed scorebook providing 

feedback on their grade 10 assessment.   In grade 11, students’ scores are used 

to qualify them for scholarship funds.  In addition, schools receive an SOAS 

(Summary of Answers and Skills Report) that is valuable tool to align curricula 

and instructional practice in order to improve student learning. 

Class 
Sophomore 

Readiness 

Junior 

Readiness 

Sophomore 

National 

Junior 

National 

2017 68.2% Fall of 2015 37.2% 
Fall of 

2015 

2016 71.3% 77.3% 37.7% 45.8% 

2015 74.3% 79.2% 46.3% 46% 

2014 50.7% 74.3% 24.9% 46.3% 

2013 53.0% 56.7% 24.7% 34.2% 

2012 N/A 57.6% N/A 34.3% 
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The mean scores in the chart below are compared to the state and national 

performance for juniors.  The difference between Barlow scores and Connecticut 

mean for each tested area (R=Reading, M=Math, W=Writing) are identified in the 

final column. 

 

So What! 

Student performance as measured by the PSAT is consistent in confirming the 

majority of our students are on track to be college and career ready.  Growth is 

visible between the sophomore and junior exams.  As students participate in 

more rigorous levels of classes, especially in math, their scores rise as well.  We 

continue to outperform the State. 

Now What. 

The breakdown report received by Barlow and disseminated to teachers through 

their departments provides a rich resource for unpacking curriculum and 

comparing trends in student performance.  For example, the English 

Department, after studying specific vocabulary performance on the PSAT, took 

the opportunity to explore a new approach to the teaching of vocabulary.  This 

new text and new delivery of instruction has been implemented with fidelity.  We 

will track PSAT data to see how much growth is recognized.  Some teachers will 

use other PSAT indicators as action steps in their Student Learning Outcome 

(SLO) goals. 

SAT 

What? 

SAT is no longer an acronym.  According to the College Board, the SAT, formerly 

known as the SAT 1: Reasoning Test assesses student reasoning based on 
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knowledge and skills developed by the students in their course work.  The SAT 

Subject tests (formerly known as the SAT II: Subject Tests) are a series of one-

hour, mostly multiple choice tests that measure how much students know about 

a particular academic subject and how well they can apply that knowledge.  In 

addition, most students complete an SAT Questionnaire that is useful in 

individual and group analysis of college plans. 

 

SAT High Range Percentages (600-800) over four years. Years represent the year 

the exam was taken. 
       Reading                Math    Writing 
Range  2012 2013 2014 2015  2012 2013 2014 2015  2012 2013 2014 2015 
700-800  22 24 15 22  22 20 33 13  32 29 31 21 
600-700  55 62 64 72  59 65 59 92  59 67 66 90 
Total  77 86 79 94  81 85 92 105  91 96 97 111 
Avg %  40.7 39 36.5 37.2  42.85 38.6 42.5 41.5  48.14 43.6 44.9 43.9 

(Source:  College Board) 

 

SAT Data Overall Mean Scores by Gender for 2015 Testing 

2015  Number Reading  Mathematics  Writing 
   Mean  Mean  Mean 

Female  119 561  553  572 
Male  113 560  582  550 
Average   561  567  561 

 

SAT College Plans:  In 2015, 235 students took the SAT and/or the SAT Subject 

Test.  188 designated that their score reports be sent to institutions.  Students 

may designate more than one institution to receive scores.  A total of 347 

institutions received score reports from our students.  Below is a chart of the top 

ten institutions that received the most SAT Program Score Reports from our 

students: 

 

Institution State Type Number 

of 

Students 

Percent of Score 

Senders 

University of Connecticut CT Public 67 35.6 

University of Vermont VT Public 36 19.1 

University of Rhode Island RI Public 33 17.6 

Quinnipiac University CT Private 26 13.8 

Fordham University NY Private 21 11.2 

University of Delaware DE Public 21 11.2 

Western Connecticut State University CT Public 21 11.2 
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Roger Williams University RI Private 17 9.0 

Southern Connecticut State University CT Public 17 9.0 

University of New Hampshire NH Public 17 9.0 

Loyola University Maryland MD Private 16 8.5 

Northeastern University MA Private 16 8.5 

(Source:  College Board) 

 

The chart below contains DRG A comparisons for the 2015 SAT: 

 
 

The chart below contains DRG A comparisons for the 2014 SAT: 

 

540 

560 

580 

600 

620 

Reading 

Math 

Writing 
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So What! 

Looking at our DRG A comparison data, especially visually in these charts, 

prompted us to ask questions and explore several avenues in our attempts to 

understand why the performance of our students on the 2015 SAT dropped 

sharply from 2014.   

 

What we learned that begins to help us understand is that 19% of our students 

who scored in the top ranges of the ACT, 30 or above,  (see below), did not take 

the SAT at all.  Further, these 25 students represented some of the highest GPA’s 

earned by their peers.   We can logically assume that if these top students 

participated in the SAT, they would have scored well above 600s (according to 

the College Board SAT:ACT Concordance).   

 

540 
560 
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600 
620 

Reading 

Math 

Writing 
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Now What. 

We will continue to explore our SAT data.  As the redesigned SAT (see below) 

moves closer to the format of the ACT, we wonder if top performing students 

will gravitate back to the SAT.   

We also looked at the lowest ranges of our SAT performance data and we are 

proud that some students, who might have been discouraged from taking the 

SAT, participated in the assessment.  The lowest scores do contribute to lower 

mean score, but we continue to value the opportunity for all students.   

This vision puts us in a good position as we move to the SAT (redesigned) being 

the standard assessment for all of our Grade 11 students.  Digging into the 

performance of subsets of students on the SAT and on the PSAT will help us 

better prepare all students for this rigorous assessment. 

ACT (American College Test) 

What? 

The ACT is a curriculum-based measure of college readiness.  The benchmark 

score reported is the minimum score needed on a subject-area test to indicate a 

50% chance of obtaining a B or higher or a about a 75% chance of obtaining a C 

or higher in the corresponding college courses (English Composition, Algebra, 

Social Studies and Biology). 

 

Year # 
Ss 

Eng. 
JBHS 

Eng. 
CT 

Math 
JBHS 

Math 
CT 

Rdng 
JBHS 

Rdng 
CT 

Sci 
JBHS 

Sci 
CT 

All 4 
JBHS 

All 4 
CT 

2010 80 89% 86% 76% 65% 76% 70% 53% 45% 50% 39% 
2011 72 92% 86% 74% 68% 74% 72% 42% 46% 42% 42% 
2012 91 92% 86% 76% 68% 85% 71% 64% 48% 58% 43% 
2013 86 91% 86% 77% 68% 74% 66% 67% 56% 60% 46% 
2014 90 94% 86% 91% 69% 82% 65% 74% 59% 68% 48% 
2015 134 90% 86% 84% 68% 78% 68% 75% 61% 65% 50% 

 

JBHS Students’ average performance score and number of students participating 

in the ACT since 2010.  Benchmark scores for 2015 noted. 

 

  Benchmark: 

18 

Benchmark: 

22 

Benchmark: 

21 

Benchmark: 

24 

 

Year # 

Ss 

Eng. 

JBHS 

Eng. 

CT 

Math 

JBHS 

Math 

CT 

Rdng. 

JBHS 

Rdng. 

CT 

Sci. 

JBHS 

Sci. 

CT 

All 

4 

All 

4 
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JBHS CT 

2010 80 24.7 23.8 24.4 23.5 24.8 23.9 23.4 22.9 24.5 23.7 

2011 72 25.3 24.0 23.9 23.9 24.6 24.1 23.2 23.1 24.3 23.9 

2012 91 26.9 23.9 25.0 23.8 26.3 23.9 24.4 23.2 25.8 23.8 

2013 86 25.5 24.0 24.5 23.9 25.7 24.4 24.3 23.3 25.1 24.0 

2014 90 26.3 24.2 26.3 24.1 26.5 24.5 25.9 23.6 26.4 24.2 

2015 134 25.6 24.5 25.9 24.1 26.5 24.7 25.7 23.8 26.0 24.4 

 

 

Average ACT Mathematics Scores by Course Sequence 

 
 

 

Average ACT Science Scores by Course Sequence 
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So What! 

There has been a 68% increase in test-takers since 2010.  Performance in all four 

content areas has increased by 15%. Digging deeper into the data provided to us 

by the ACT, we learn that students taking less than three years of mathematics 

do less well in college readiness.  Students with biology, chemistry and some 

physics typically achieve higher ACT Science scores than students taking less 

than three years of science courses.   

 

Now What. 

Continue to work to align curriculum with a backward design in order to enable 

more students to move into higher math and science courses.  Review 

curriculum to assure rigor at all levels.  Continue to look for benchmarks of 

college readiness and monitor progress so that all students have the opportunity 

to meet college benchmarks. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

What? 

At Barlow, AP courses are offered to students in grades 11 & 12.  All Barlow AP 

Students sit for the AP Exam in May.  Scores range from 1 (low) to 5 (high).  3 or 

higher may be eligible college credit. 
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  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Total AP Students 190 212 231 240 255 

Number of Exams 329 367 400 424 440 

# of students        w/ 
Scores 3+ 

163 187 193 218 219 

% of total students 
w/ Scores 3+ 

85.8% 88.2% 83.5% 90.8% 85.9% 

 

In the chart below, enrollment is tracked per AP course since 2011.  The 

numbers highlighted in orange represent our lowest course enrollment year.  In 

green, the number highlighted represents the year with the highest enrollment.  

The mean score is listed next to each enrollment column.   

 

For 2015, the state’s average is listed.  The final column represents the 

difference between JBHS average and the State’s average. 

 

Course 
#  

2011 
2011 #  

2012 
2012 #  

2013 
2013 # 

2014 
2014 #  

2015 
2015 2015 

CT 
∆  

w/ 
CT 

AP 
Biology 

48 3.13 43 3.12 47 3.35 69 3.14 67 3.16 3.31 -
.15 

AP Calc 
AB 

-- -- -- -- 10 1.20 46 3.57 40 3.63 3.25 +.3
8 

AP Calc 
BC 

13 4.00 20 4.05 11 4.27 17 3.88 8 4.38 3.89 +.6
6 

AP Chem 12 4.58 18 4.06 20 4.45 13 3.69 19 3.37 3.03 +.3
4 

AP Comp 
Gov. 

16 3.88 21 4.10 20 3.75 13 4.00 -- -- 3.21   

AP Comp 
Sci 

-- -- 2 5.00 1 5.00 2 4.5 -- -- 3.23   

AP 
English 
(11) Lang 

25 4.17 44 4.14 38 3.89 48 3.81 45 4.18 3.34 +.8
4 

AP 
English 
(12) Lit 

12 4.52 22 4.14 28 4.37 23 4.09 11 4.46 3.19 +1.
27 

AP 
French 

-- -- 3 3.67 10 4.10 1 2.0 21 3.14 3.47 -
.33 

AP Music 
Theory 

7 3.57 10 3.60 7 2.29 9 3.89 7 2.86 3.18 -
.32 
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AP 
Physics B 

10 4.20 15 4.33 10 4.10 14 3.64 N/A N/A     

AP 
Physics 1 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 33 2.94 2.66 +.2
8 

AP 
Psycholo
gy 

83 3.73 75 3.88 91 3.74 84 3.82 86 3.64 3.21 +.4
3 

AP 
Spanish 

6 3.17 16 3.19 14 3.57 28 3.82 22 4.14 3.96 +.1
8 

AP 
Statistics 

34 3.38 27 3.63 45 3.09 34 3.38 49 3.41 3.03  
+.3
8 

AP US 
History 

46 3.87 33 3.79 29 4.46 11 4.00 14 4.71 3.18 +1.
53 

AP Art  
2-D 
Design 

6 3.00 9 3.33 6 3.50 5 4.2 7 3.43 3.59 -
.16 

AP Art  
3-D 
Design 

3 4.33 2 3.50 3 4.00 -- -- 5 3.00 3.76 -
.76 

AP Art 
Drawing 
Portfolio 

8 3.13 5 3.20 3 3.00 5 3.00 1 3.00 3.53 -
.53 

 

The table below uses a metric provided by the College Board to determine Equity 

and Excellence.  Since 2011, we have been increasing access to our AP program. 

 

Group 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 How Calculated 

Graduating 
Class 

47.9% 51.9% 51.5% 51.4% 53.7% 

Number of seniors 
scoring 3 or higher on 
at least 1 AP divided by 
total number of seniors. 

12
th

 Grade 38.8% 44.0% 43.3% 45.8% 45.2% 
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11
th

 Grade 29.9% 32.2% 35.7% 37.5% 39.4% 

Number of AP students 
per grade level who 
scored 3 or higher on at 
least 1 AP divided by 
the total number of 
students in each grade 

 

The table below breaks out specific AP courses and the number of students who 

performed at each level of the AP exam. 

 

 

So What? 

We see that we have room to grow our AP Program.  Although the data that 

shows us over one point ahead of the State’s average appears laudable, we see 

specific room for growth.  The pool of AP students needs expanding when 

handfuls of students are scoring exclusively in the highest range. 

 

We know that colleges, especially the most competitive programs, look to see 

that applicants are taking advantage of the most rigorous program schools can 

offer.  We would like more students to enter AP classes while continuing to keep 

performance high. 
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Now What. 

We are in the process of examining our practices that might unintentionally keep 

students out of an AP program.  One of the areas we are exploring is our 

practice of weighing only AP scores in the A and B range.  In our DRG, schools 

either weigh all passing grades earned in advanced classes or do not weigh any 

honors and advanced grades.  We are the only DRG A school that weighs only A’s 

and B’s.   If students received a bump in GPA for trying an Honors or AP course, 

we wonder if more students would take the risk.  Another question raised by our 

data is that of summer work and homework loads.  We are also looking into ways 

to support our AP students who might be interested in taking multiple APs if 

their schedule could be adjusted to allow for time flexibility.     

College Data 

What? The table below shows the percentage of Barlow seniors’ applications that 

were accepted for admission at the Most Competitive, Highly Competitive, Very 

Competitive and “Other” colleges/universities.  Also included in the 2015 data 

line are the specific numbers of students the percentage captures.   
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So What? 

We have calculated that six of the 46 students submitting applications to the 

most competitive colleges were “one and done”, meaning they only submitted 

one application and they were accepted.  That means the 40 students who 

submitted applications in this category most likely submitted to highly and very 

competitive schools.  Even so, the percentage of students represented in each 

category is significant.   

 

Now What. 

As we look at the number of applications being processed by our counseling 

department, we see that although the number of students we are serving is 

dropping, the total number of applications being processed remains high.  The 

number of applications per student is averaging 8.5, but there are some 

students who are applying to dozens of schools.  Our students continue to 

attend a wide range of schools.  The Class of 2015 now attends approximately 

140 colleges/universities. 

 

We would like to gather data about how our students are doing at those 

institutions.  We wonder how many of them transfer and for what reason.  We 

also are keen to learn if they continue on to grad school and what program they 

might pursue there.  

Joel Barlow’s Social, Self, and Situational Awareness Goal 
Our goal is to promote a culture and climate in which staff and students live as 

active and informed citizens who collaborate effectively to achieve common 

goals and that they do this by treating others with respect while assuming 

personal responsibility for their action and success; therefore, we will seek to 

live with each other in a community of wellness. 

Athletics  

The data depicted in the graphs and charts below describe an athletic program 

that has grown and continues to provide a point of connection to our students.  

Research from the National Climate Center on connectedness suggests that 

students who are “plugged in” and connected to extra and co-curricular 

opportunities outperform their peers who feel no connection to their school.  

The Search Institute for Developmental Assets supports this research as well.  We 

continue to look for ways to reach all students, as spectators as well as athletes. 
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Teams that have experienced the tremendous growth: 

• Unified Sports 

• Boys and Girls Lacrosse 

• Girls Tennis  

• Baseball 

Activities 

 

Just as our Athletic teams have grown in size, our Activity program has also 

expanded.  This year, 100% of our students now participate in clubs or activities.  

The range of options for our students has expanded over 70%.  Students select 

clubs based on their interest, their desire to serve others or lead their peers. 

 

At over 68 offerings, we are at capacity.  The number of clubs we currently run is 

the right fit for our current school population.  As students have found their 

interests, the focus of Activities now shifts to building student voice and 

including students in authentic leadership opportunities.   

 

DAP (Developmental Asset Profile) 

In 2013, the DAP was first distributed to students in grade nine.  This 

assessment is meant to profile the areas of strength and room for growth in 

several of the 40 Developmental Assets.  Our counseling department has 
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reviewed the data and trends from the past two years and identified assets that 

seem significant for further exploration: 

1. Constructive Use of Time – opportunities outside of Barlow to learn and 

develop skills and pursue interests with other youth and adults. 

2. Positive Identity – opportunities for students to define themselves and 

their self-worth in terms that expand excellence beyond the academic 

realm.   

 

School Climate Survey 

In the spring, students are surveyed regarding their perception of Joel Barlow 

High School’s school climate.  The data being gathered and analyzed by the Safe 

School Climate Committee shows some positive trends in student engagement 

and sense of well-being.  We believe that by expanding the Advisory Program 

and placing an increased value on student voice, we will continue to see positive 

growth in our indicators of school climate.   A full school climate report will be 

presented to the Board in the spring. 
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Grade Distribution 
Our on-going professional conversation involves exploring our grading practices.  

The charts below unpack the grade distribution for the 2014-2015 school year.  

There are 8744 individual grades recorded in PowerSchool for the year. 

 

Over the coming months we will compare grade distribution with test scores and 

other indicators of academic achievement.  In addition, we will continue our 

professional learning expanding our understanding of formative and summative 

assessments as well as calibrating assured authentic experiences for our 

students. 
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SAT/SAT Redesign and ACT Comparison Chart: 
The chart below is from the Summit Educational Group and provides an easy-to-

read and understand comparison of the components of the SAT, the Redesigned 

SAT and the ACT.  Our counselors and teachers use this information to plan with 

students the assessment(s) that best match student strengths.   
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When it is released in 2016, the new SAT will be a significant change from the current test. Also, the redesign will 
affect how we determine whether a student is better-suited for the SAT or ACT. Below is a broad comparison of the 
new SAT to the current SAT and the ACT.  

 Current SAT New SAT (Spring 2016) ACT 

Description The new SAT will require similar skills and test similar content to that of the ACT and current SAT. Many  of  the  changes  to  the  new  SAT’s  
format will make it look a lot like the ACT, but the SAT will retain its focus as an aptitude test. Among the biggest changes to the SAT 
are a sharper focus on critical-thinking, an emphasis on real-world problems, a new scoring system, and an overhaul of the essay section. 
Overall, the redesigned SAT will place a bigger emphasis on problem-solving and understanding context. Comparatively, the ACT will 
remain more of an achievement test, requiring a broad knowledge of many concepts, as well as considerable speed and endurance.  

Format & 
Length 

10 short sections: 
x 3 Critical Reading; 3 Mathematics;     

3 Writing (including Essay);    
1 experimental (not scored) 

x Questions have 5 answer choices 
x Total testing time: 3 hours, 45 minutes 

5 long sections (﴾comprising  3  “tests”  and  
an optional essay): 
x Writing & Language; Reading;  

2 Math; Essay 
x Questions have 4 answer choices 
x Total testing time: 3 hours, 50 minutes 

(with essay) 

5 long sections (comprising 4 “tests” and 
an optional essay):  
x English; Mathematics; Reading; 

Science; Writing (optional essay) 
x Most questions have 4 answer 

choices (Math has 5) 
x Total testing time: 3 hours, 25 minutes 

(with essay) 

Scoring Combined score: 600-2400 
x Critical Reading: 200-800; 

Math: 200-800; 
Writing: 200-800 

x Writing score comprised of Multiple 
Choice and Essay subscores.  

x ¼-point deduction for incorrect 
answers 

Combined score: 400-1600 
x Evidence-Based Reading and Writing: 

200-800; Math: 200-800 
x Essay score reported separately 
x “Cross-Test  Scores”  report  

performance on Science and History/ 
Social Studies across entire test 

x No deduction for incorrect answers 

Composite score: 1-36 (average of 4 tests) 
x English: 1-36; Math: 1-36; Reading: 1-

36; Science: 1-36 
x Writing score not factored into 

Composite score 
x Combined English/Writing score 

provided separately: 1-36  
x No deduction for incorrect answers 

Writing/ 
English 
 

Identify and correct errors in single 
sentences 
x standard English grammar and usage  
x punctuation not tested  

Limited and predictable set of errors 

Revise and edit a piece of writing for, 
logical structure, and effective rhetoric 
x standard English grammar and usage  
x punctuation 
x logical structure 
x effective rhetoric 
x includes informational graphics 

Revise and edit a piece of writing for, 
logical structure, and effective rhetoric 
x standard English grammar and usage  
x punctuation 
x logical structure 
x effective rhetoric  
x commonly confused words 

Math Arithmetic, Algebra I and II, Geometry 
x apply core math skills to solve mostly 

non-standard,  “tricky”  problems 
x formulas provided 

10 Grid-In questions (no answer choices) 

Pre-Algebra through basic Trigonometry 
x strong emphasis on Algebra 

Calculator prohibited on one section 

12 Grid-In questions (no answer choices) 

1 Extended Thinking question (4 points) 

Pre-Algebra through basic Trigonometry 
x math tested in straightforward manner 
x extensive range of concepts tested 
x emphasis on word problems 
x formulas not provided 

Reading  
 

Vocabulary-based sentence completions 
 
Total of 7 short and long reading passages 
x many inference, tone, purpose 

questions 
x questions follow order of passage 

Vocabulary de-emphasized 
 
4 long passages and 1 paired passage 
x 2 passages include diagrams/charts 
x 1  passage  from  U.S.  “founding  

document” 

4 long passages 
x very little emphasis on vocabulary 
x straightforward questions that require 

close reading of passage  
x order of questions is random 
x less time per question 

Science  The current SAT does not have a Science 
section. 

The new SAT does not have stand-alone 
Science section, but Science questions will 
be included throughout the Math, Reading, 
and Writing & Language tests.  

40 questions distributed over 7 passages 
x emphasis on charts, diagrams, etc. 
x Science is a reasoning test—rarely 

requires prior science knowledge 

Essay  
 

25 minutes, always the first section 
x broad theme 
x can be approached formulaically or 

creatively 

50 minutes, always the last section 
x analyze a passage and evaluate 

author’s reasoning and rhetoric 
x students’  opinions  discouraged 
x Essay is scored on 2-8 scale on three 

traits (Reading, Analysis, and Writing) 

30 minutes, always the last test 
x narrow  topic  “relevant”  to  high  school 

students 
x demands a more structured response 
x optional, but required by most schools 

 

(800) MY TUTOR   |   MYTUTOR.COM 

Comparing the SAT (Current and Redesigned) to the ACT 
A guide from Summit Educational Group 
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ACT – SAT Concordance Tables: 
From the website of the ACT (www.act.org) and the College Board 

(www.collegeboard.org).  
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ACT – SAT Concordance Tables  
 
In 2005, the College Board added a required Writing test to the SAT and ACT added an 
optional Writing test to the ACT.  Before 2005, the ACT and the College Board had 
periodically produced concordance tables to assist admissions officers who wanted to 
understand how students of comparable ability would score on the two college entrance 
examinations.  Given the changes to both respective tests, the College Board and ACT 
are now providing updated concordance tables that are appropriate to the current 
versions of the two tests. 
 
Students who take the SAT receive three separate test scores: Critical Reading, Writing 
and Mathematics.  Students who take the ACT receive a Composite ACT score and four 
subscores (Reading, English, Math and Science). Students who take the ACT Plus 
Writing receive the ACT Composite with the corresponding four subscores (Reading, 
English, Math and Science) and also receive a Writing subscore and a Combined 
English/Writing subscore. 
 
Two separate concordance tables have been developed: 
 

� Table 1 provides a concordance between the ACT Composite Score and the 
sum of SAT Critical Reading and Mathematics scores for 300,437 students.  
 

� Table 2 provides a concordance between the ACT Combined English/Writing 
Score and the SAT Writing Score for 190,148 students who completed the 
ACT Plus Writing. 

 
Both tables are based on scores from students who took both tests between September 
2004 (for the ACT) or March 2005 (for the SAT) and June 2006.  Students in the sample 
represent the first high school graduating cohort since the introduction of the SAT with 
Writing and the optional Writing section on the ACT.  The sample includes students who 
completed both tests and were matched across ACT and SAT files. 
 
While the ACT and the SAT are different tests, these two tables are provided to help the 
education community better understand how students of comparable ability will score on 
the two tests.    
 
NOTES TO CONSIDER 
 
A research report describing the sample, methodology and results will be published by 
ACT and the College Board in the coming months.  Additional information and updates 
will be made available on the Web sites of ACT (www.act.org) and College Board 
(www.collegeboard.org). The following notes and cautions should be considered before 
using the tables. 
 
- Because the SAT score scale has more score points than the ACT, a single ACT 

Composite score concords to a range of SAT scores.  In each of the tables, a range 
of SAT scores is concorded to a single ACT score.  For example, in Table 1, the 
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SAT (Critical Reading plus Mathematics) scores of 980 to 1010 are all concorded to 
an ACT Composite score of 21. For those users who want to concord an ACT score 
to a single SAT score point, the most appropriate SAT score point within the range is 
provided.  In this example, an ACT Composite score of 21 is concorded to a single 
SAT score of 990.    
 

- Many students do not take the ACT Plus Writing.   Consequently, the sample used 
for Table 2 is more restricted than the sample for the other table.  Students who took 
the ACT Plus Writing appear to differ from the total group of ACT test-takers in terms 
of ability and other relevant factors.   

 
- Concordance tables are dependent upon the sample used to establish the 

relationship between the two sets of scores. The ACT-SAT tables are based on an 
entire cohort of students who completed both tests, but this sample is not 
representative of either all ACT or SAT test-takers. The tables, therefore, may not be 
appropriate for use with scores from students who take either ACT only or SAT only. 
Overall, a student who receives a score on one test will not necessarily obtain the 
concorded score on the other test.  

 
 



October 20, 2015  JBHS Data Presentation 29 

 

  

 
 

 

Page 3 of 4 

 
Table 1 

Concordance between ACT Composite Score and 
 Sum of SAT Critical Reading and Mathematics Scores  

  
 

SAT CR+M (Score Range) 
 

 
ACT Composite Score SAT CR+M (Single 

Score) 

1600 36 1600 

1540-1590 35 1560 

1490-1530 34 1510 

1440-1480 33 1460 

1400-1430 32 1420 

1360-1390 31 1380 

1330-1350 30 1340 

1290-1320 29 1300 

1250-1280 28 1260 

1210-1240 27 1220 

1170-1200 26 1190 

1130-1160 25 1150 

1090-1120 24 1110 

1050-1080 23 1070 

1020-1040 22 1030 

980-1010 21 990 

940-970 20 950 

900-930 19 910 

860-890 18 870 

820-850 17 830 

770-810 16 790 

720-760 15 740 

670-710 14 690 

620-660 13 640 

560-610 12 590 

510-550 11 530 

 
Note: Derived using ACT sum. 
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Table 2 

Concordance between ACT Combined English/Writing Score 
And SAT Writing Score 

 
SAT Writing   
(Score Range) 

ACT English/Writing 
Score 

SAT Writing  
(Single Score) 

800 36 800 

800 35 800 

770-790 34 770 

730-760 33 740 

710-720 32 720 

690-700 31 690 

660-680 30 670 

640-650 29 650 

620-630 28 630 

610 27 610 

590-600 26 590 

570-580 25 570 

550-560 24 550 

530-540 23 530 

510-520 22 510 

480-500 21 490 

470 20 470 

450-460 19 450 

430-440 18 430 

410-420 17 420 

390-400 16 400 

380 15 380 

360-370 14 360 

340-350 13 340 

320-330 12 330 

300-310 11 310 
 


